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Introduction 
 
1.  The 2006 draft Questionnaire as contained in EB.AIR/2005/4/Add.1 and Add.2 does 
not contain questions relating to the application of BAT and emission limit values to existing 
stationary sources for the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP), the Protocol on 
Heavy Metals (HM) nor for the Protocol on Acidification, Eutrophication, and Ground-level 
Ozone (Gothenburg). This is due to the fact that these issues are withdrawn from, respectively 
not added to, the text as it was used for the 2004 Questionnaire containing protocol related 
questions, because the pertaining obligations in article 3, para. 5 (b) (iii) and (iv) of the POP 
Protocol, article 3, para. 2 (c) and (d) of the HM Protocol and article 3, para. 3 of the 
Gothenburg Protocol, are not yet in force. The same goes for the obligation under article 3, 
para. 8 of the Gothenburg Protocol, dealing with the application of manure slurry. 
 
2.  Introduction of these questions elsewhere in the 2006 draft Questionnaire, either in the 
General Part II or in a separate part, was however omitted. So questions on these major issues 
are missing from the Questionnaire. 
 
3.  The obligations mentioned above will become effective in coming years: for the 
Gothenburg Protocol as from 31 December 2007, for the POP Protocol as from 23-10-2011, 
and for the HM Protocol as from 29-12-2011. For an individual party the entry into force may 
be later, e.g. depending on the actual date of ratification. 
 
Arguments for addition and consequences of exclusion 
 
4. Existing stationary sources are responsible for most of the emissions of air pollutants 

dealt with in the three protocols. Therefore, communication of the progress in tackling 
these emission, is of great importance.  

 
5. Most parties and signatories already have legislation (national or EC law) in force to 
comply in due time with the forthcoming obligations, or are in the process of preparing such 
rules. When answering the 2002 and 2004 Questionnaires, a large number of signatories and 
parties proved to be able to provide useful information on BAT and emission limit application 
to existing stationary sources under the POP and HM Protocols (both 2002 and 2004) and 
under the Gothenburg Protocol (2002). 
 
6. Current information on application in the various countries of BAT and limit values to 
existing sources is of vital importance for the reviews by the Parties of the three protocols in 
the next few years. 
 
7. Excluding, for these three protocols, questions concerning existing installations from 
the Questionnaire would result in lack of information for the 2006 Review on Strategies and 
Policies, on current emission reduction policies in very important source categories. It would 
hamper establishing the progress in these areas since the 2002 and the 2004 Questionnaires. 



8. Such exclusion would further require gradual reintroduction of these issues in future 
Questionnaires when the obligations come into force, starting (for the Gothenburg Protocol) 
with the 2008 Questionnaire. This repeated adjustments of the Questionnaire could have a 
negative impact on quality and completeness of the replies. 
 
Proposal 
 
9. Based on the considerations above, the delegation of The Netherlands proposes the 
Executive Body to agree on addition to the 2006 Questionnaire on Strategies and Policies for 
Air Pollution Abatement of four questions presented below. 
 
10. Although there are arguments to add these questions to Part I, e.g. uniformity of the text 
in future Questionnaires, the proposal is based on inclusion in Part II of the Questionnaire as an 
additional paragraph L, to avoid complex rearrangements or renumbering. 
 
11. To underline the non-compulsory character of these questions, a more general 
formulation is chosen, which differs from the wording of questions pertinent to the 
corresponding new installations. 
 
 

L. FORTHCOMING OBLIGATIONS UNDER PROTOCOLS IN FORCE 
 
Q.70 With reference to article 3, paragraphs 5 (b)(iii) and (iv)) of the Protocol on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants, please provide information on progress made towards applying best 
available techniques and limit values, to each existing stationary source within a major 
stationary source category mentioned in annex V, respectively annex IV, of that protocol or 
describe alternative emission reduction strategies used.  
 
Q.71 With reference to article 3, paragraphs 2 (c) and (d) of the Protocol on Heavy Metals, 
please provide information on progress made towards applying best available techniques and 
limit values, to each existing stationary source within a major stationary source category 
mentioned in annex III, respectively annex V, of that protocol or describe alternative emission 
reduction strategies used.  
 
Q.72 With reference to article 3, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on Acidification, Eutrophication 
and Ground-level Ozone, please provide information on progress made towards applying limit 
values to each existing stationary source within a stationary source category identified in 
annexes IV, V and VI, of that protocol or describe alternative emission reduction strategies 
used.  
 
Q.73 With reference to article 3, paragraph 8 (a) and annex IX, paragraph 6, of the Protocol 
on Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone, please provide information on 
progress made with the use of slurry application techniques with low ammonia emissions. 
 


